Academic Reading Prep
Mrs. Kennedy,  Reading Teacher 


Email: amy.kennedy@anoka.k12.mn.us
Voicemail (763)506-7028             
Welcome!
This is a one trimester reading class designed to help you improve your reading skills and to progress towards the College and Career Readiness Skills that are needed to be successful beyond high school. 

Course Content:

This class is designed to provide you with the reading and study skills to improve your ability to complete assignments and read texts at appropriate levels, to improve your ability to perform in and out of the classroom, and to learn about your strengths, areas of need, interests, and abilities.

All students will participate in reading through small group instruction, whole group instruction, independent reading, and individualized computer reading activities. Students will also complete daily assignments, including but not limited to journals, reading logs, and goal-setting activities throughout the course.  

Here are the Learning Targets:
·  I can use what is important in a text to determine the central idea.]
·  I know how to use strategies to make inferences and draw conclusions to help me understand what I read.
· I can summarize what I read.
· I know how to figure out what words I don’t know by using phonic skills.
· I know that reading well affects my fluency.
· I can determine the meaning of the words and phrases as they are used in the text.\

· I can use strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases.

· I can use strategies to determine the meaning of unknown multiple-meaning words.
· I can read accurately to understand what I am reading.
· I can read at an appropriate pace to understand what I am reading.
· I understand how fluency affects my comprehension.
· I can recognize when my fluency is interfering my understanding and know how to fix it. 
Grading
Your grade is based on participation and completion of the following activities, assignments, and assessments on the following scale:
A    94-100   
 
B    84-86    

C    75-76  

D   65-66

A-   90-93  
 
B-   80-83


C-   70-74


D-  60-64   

B+  87-89 
 

C+  77-79   

D+  67-69


F     0-59
 
Your grade is weighted by the following categories:
-Independent Reading (Reading Logs)  




     
= 25% of your grade

-Formative Work (AoW’s, Townsend Press: Text, Online, Reading Minute, Vocab)

= 15% of your grade

-Assessments (2 Book Talks, Chapter Mastery Tests, AoW Summative, Tests)


= 50% of your grade
-District Common Summative Assessment (CSA/Final Tests)
                               
= 10% of your grade
Description of Graded Assignments, Activities, and Assessments:
Independent Reading: 







(25% of your grade)

In order to improve your reading skills and increase your reading level, you MUST be reading!  
Since this is a reading class, we will be reading something for most assignments. On most days, you will have at least 20 minutes for independent reading.  If you use this time well, this should be enough time to be able to complete at least 2 books throughout the trimester. If not, you WILL need to read outside of class. At the end of the Independent Reading time, you will be given time to complete a reading log.  You will need to write in your reading log in your notebook.  Include the date, title, your thoughts about what you read and a summary. (3- 5 sentences)  The reading log is due each Friday and counts for 5 points each day (~25 points per week; 25% of your grade). The reading log will be deducted LATE points if not turned in on time. Those points CANNOT be earned back.
Daily Independent Reading has the biggest impact on increasing your reading level just as not reading has the biggest impact in reading levels decreasing.  You can EASILY meet this goal of increasing your reading level!!!!!! (
Additional Reading Requirements:





(50% of your grade)
1. Everyone must read at least 2 books each trimester. (record ALL books read on blue log) Your books should be at your reading level.  
2. Everyone must complete 2 BOOK TALKS with the teacher during each trimester.  Your 1st book is due by midterm and the 2nd is due by the end of the trimester.  You may however, complete your book talks as soon as you complete your book and the book talk form. Book talk forms are available in the room for you to complete as soon as you complete your book. Your Book Talk is part of the Formative Assessment Category (20% of your grade).

3. You MAY complete extra Book Talks for extra credit.  **see extra credit section
Formative Work: 

Townsend Press (Textbook/Online Practice) 




 (15% of your grade)

We will be using the Townsend Press Book: Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills as our main text for this course.  Students will complete assignments, practices, and assessments from the textbook and online. A supplementary vocabulary textbook will also be used.
Article Practices, AoW                                                          
(15% of your grade)
Each week you will complete Article Practices to practice and prepare for the real life reading and for future testing situations.  You will also complete an Article of the Week to build your background knowledge on a variety of topics. These will be weekly assignments.  More information will be given the second week of class and can be found on the classroom Moodle site. This category also includes computer work and any small group instruction.
Assessments:                                                                                        

   (50% of your grade)

In order to check progress on the skills we have been working on, you will complete online activities for our textbook Ten Steps through the Townsend Press. The two required book talks are also in this category and any other tests/quizzes.  The classroom teacher may also give other formative assessments to determine student needs.
Pre and Post Test (District Common Summative Assessment):                                (10% of your grade)

In order to measure your progress in reading we will need to assess and track progress of your reading skills using the MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) test and the Common Summative Assessment at the end of the course.  
The MAP is always given at the beginning of the course (or when a student joins the course) to determine where your skills are at right now and typically it is will be taken at the end of the course to determine where your skills have progressed to.  This will help us to determine where your strengths and weaknesses are at and what we need to target to help you make the most gains in your reading. 

In order to determine success on the MCA III, students must also demonstrate success on the Common Summative Assessment at the end of the course to determine how a student will do on the 10th grade MCA III.  These Summative Assessments are also used as exit criteria as students progress through GRAD Reading.  

Classroom Materials:

Every student MUST have a single subject notebook dedicated solely for this class.  This notebook MUST be brought to class each day along with an Independent Reading Book.  This notebook will be turned in EVERY Friday and therefore should NOT be used for another class.

Other necessary materials needed for your success in this course:

□ One spiral notebook      □ One folder     □ Writing utensils (Pens, Pencils, Highlighters)

□ Planner (or some sort of way to keep track of important assignments/events)
Absences/ Make-up Work

You are responsible for all work missed during an excused absence.  Most classroom assignments can be found on the classroom Moodle site. Upon your return to class, check with the classroom teacher for specific details of what you missed from your absence.  If you know in advance that you will be absent, please see the teacher for make-up work or check the Moodle site for this class. (You will receive the information on this week 2).
Any student who truants 2 or more class periods from a single class will be required to spend 1.5 hours of detention for each class period skipped.  These detention sessions are to be scheduled with your assistant principal in order to be eligible to still earn credit for that class.  This is a school wide policy.
Late Work/ Extra Credit

In order to make progress in reading, you MUST be independent reading, participating and completing class assignments and activities.  Therefore, students NEED to complete and turn in missing work!!!!   **See independent reading section

There is rarely extra credit in this class.  Take advantage of the points that you can earn. Occasional extra credit/enrichment opportunities will be provided.  However, Extra Credit can ONLY be earned if ALL missing work is turned in and is ONLY applied at the end of the trimester.
Re-testing

Re-testing will be made available on an as needed basis.  Students are encouraged to seek out the classroom teacher if testing concerns arise.


Plagairism:
Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in failure on the assignment or the exam.  The following are examples of such behaviors; 

● Copying from others’ papers or from another students workbook.        
● Submitting others’ work as your own.

● Using notes on exams when instructions did not specifically direct you to do so.

● Submitting work done in pairs or groups when instructions did not specifically direct you to.
Behavior Expectations

1. Students will bring all necessary materials to class.

2. Students will be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.

3. Students will respect the teacher, other classmates, and school property.

4. Students will work independently, cooperatively, responsibly, and productively.
5. Students will not bring food OR drink in the classroom except water!

6. Students will pick up after themselves.
***Students are expected to follow all rules in the CPHS student handbook (i.e.: no hats, coats, electronic games, pagers, phones, headgear, iPods, beverages, or food in class)

Hall Passes

You are here to learn.  You are expected to have classroom materials with you in class.  With that being said, you need to be in class.  You will be given 9 hall passes that can be used for the entire 12 weeks.  Please use them wisely as you will NOT be given extras.  These passes are to be used for anything that requires you to leave this room after the bell has rung.  This includes: bathroom, drink, locker, nurse, library, house office, etc. If you are tardy to class, you forfeit your “right” to use one of your hall passes for the day.

Tardies
Frequent tardiness to class is NOT tolerated.  Be in your seat and ready for class when the bell rings.  1st hour, report to your office if you are late. If you are late to class, plan to stay after class (between passing time) to make up missed class time and talk with teacher about a plan for changing your behavior. Frequent tardiness will result in a parent call home at the 4th tardy and 30 minute detention with teacher after school and referral to principal if it continues.
All tardies to class will be documented.

Fourth Tardy = parent call home

Sixth Tardy = 30 minute detention after school scheduled with me
Seventh Tardy= Referral to principal
Electronic Devices: Electronic devices cause a distraction to most people, especially when you are attempting to read and comprehend text. Therefore, in this class, cell phones are NOT allowed to be used, touched, or accessed in anyway in any classroom UNLESS instructed OR permission is given by your classroom teacher. You have the option of putting it in the lock box on the podium at the start of class so that you can take charge of your education. This box is locked during class and you will get your electronic device back at the end of the hour. If you are caught using your cell phone without permission from the classroom teacher or at inappropriate times, it may be taken away and a referral will be given to your assistant principal. If device(s) continue to be a disruption, the teacher will call home and the student will be required to put their phone in the lockbox at the start of each class period. Please refer to the CPHS handbook for official policy and other consequences *Please refer back to Independent Reading section as to how not reading impacts reading skills!
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

I encourage you to keep track of your student’s progress while in Academic Reading Prep and thank you in advance for your support and commitment to their education.

Please sign to indicate that you and your student have read and discussed the attached information on class rules, expectations, and grading policies.  Please have your student keep this course information to refer back to throughout the course.  Have your student return it to me by Friday.
If you have any questions, please contact me at Champlin Park High School. 
I am typically at my desk during my prep period 2 (8:54 – 10:01) 

Mrs. Amy Kennedy, Reading Teacher & Reading Intervention    

 
Emailamy.kennedy@anoka.k12.mn.us
Voicemail (763)506-7028             
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I, (student name) ______________________________________ understand what is expected of me in Mrs.Kennedy’s Academic Reading Prep class.  I also understand that I am encouraged to ask many questions and seek clarification as needed.

Student Signature _______________________________________________ Date ________________
As (student name)_______________________________________’s parent/guardian, I understand what is expected of my student in Mrs. Kennedy’s Academic Reading Prep class.  I also understand that I am encouraged to email or telephone Mrs. Kennedy with any questions or concerns that I may have throughout the term.

Parent Signature _________________________________________ Date __________

Email address ________________________________________________________

Preferred phone number to be reached at ____________________________________

What is the best way to contact you if necessary? Email or Phone (please circle)

